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Welcome
Nicole Riley, Dep. Secretary of Commerce and Trade

Introductions   
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Public Comments 
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Downtown Revitalization Matching Fund Concept

Matt Weaver, Associate Director of Community Development, 
DHCD 
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Talent Attraction Program 

Sara Williams, SW Regional Director 
Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission
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Southwest Virginia Energy Park “Energy Lab” 

Will Clear, Deputy Director 
Virginia Department of Energy
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Energy Storage and Electrification 
Manufacturing Project
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• In 2019, a planning grant effort was awarded to GO Virginia Region 1 for an in-

depth marketing study: Solar Jobs, Manufacturing and Utility Scale Investment 

Playbook

• 2021: Go Virginia State Board approved $486,366 for the Energy Storage and 

Electrification Manufacturing Project

• Project approved in 2021 is building off of the original planning grant to contribute 

to job creation in Go Virginia Region 1 

• Original planning grant study showed that energy storage sector demonstrated the 

most promise-relatedly directly to the solar sector as well as the broader 

electrification field
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Energy Storage and Electrification 
Manufacturing Project
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Deliverables of project:

• Completion of a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) 

analysis and New Market/New Product Development assessment for four 

companies in SWVA

• New market entry technical assistance for four companies

• Execution of outreach to at least three national companies

• Creation of 147 new jobs over three years

• Retention of 59 jobs over three years

• Four Businesses served



Energy Storage and Electrification 
Manufacturing Project

2020

Deliverables 1 year into project:

• Completion of SWOT analysis for four companies operating in SWVA

• Ongoing targeted outreach to private companies through networking events

• Commencement of market research assessments in five strategic opportunity 

areas related to local companies’ capacities and needs

• Completion of New market/New Product Development assessments for the four 

companies in SWVA as well as technical assistance


